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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to the amendment filed 12/9/2009 . 

2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 68-90 . 

3. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
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1 . n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
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3. O Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the bacl<) of 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to tlie record appears below. Sliould tlie 
clianges and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as 
provided by 37 CFR 1 .31 2. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Norm Brunell on 2/1 1/201 1 . 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 
Claims 1-67. (Canceled) 

Claim 68. (Currently Amended) A method for effecting electronic 
payment, comprising: 

stor i ng an assoc i at i on botwoon associating an intermediary account number and 
an end-user account number , provided by the end-user, in a database assoc i ated w i th a 
payment processor computer svstem : 

conducting a payment transaction between an end-user and a terminal located at 
a point-of-sale including communicating a payment and the intermediary account 
number from the end-user to the terminal; 

sending data indicative of the payment and the intermediary account number 
from the terminal to the payment processor computer svstem : 
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rotr i ov i nq, from the database, determining the end-user account number 
associated witli tine intermediary account number; 

sending data indicative of tine payment and tine retrieved end-user account 
number to a service provider system; and 

instructing tine service provider system to credit an end-user account identified by 
tine retrieved end-user account number, wlierein tine service provider system maintains 
tine end-user account. 

Claim 69. (New) A metliod according to claim 68, further comprising: 
transferring a first amount of money equal to the payment, subject to adjustment, 
from a first bank account maintained by a merchant into a second bank account 
associated with the payment processor computer system, by an electronic funds 
transfer. 

Claim 70. (New) A method according to claim 69 further comprising: 
transferring a second amount of money equal to the payment, subject to 

adjustment, from the second bank account associated with the payment processor 

computer system into a third bank account, maintained by the service provider, by 

electronic funds transfer. 

71 . (New) The method of claim 69, wherein transferring the first amount 

further comprises: 

debiting the merchant's first bank account and crediting the payment processor 
computer system's second account under control of the payment processor computer 
system. 
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72. (New) A method according to claim 69, wlierein transferring tine first 
amount of money equal to the payment, subject to adjustment, is carried out in a batch 
mode on a daily basis. 

73. (New) A method according to claim 69, wherein transferring the first 
amount of money equal to the payment, subject to adjustment is carried out via an 
automated clearing house system (ACH). 

74. (New) A method according to claim 69, wherein said payment from the 
end-user at the point-of-sale includes payment in the form of cash. 

75. (New) A method according to claim 69, wherein said payment from the 
end-user at the point-of-sale includes payment as a debit card transaction. 

76. (New) A method according to claim 69, further comprising: 

issuing a card to the end-user that includes the intermediary account number. 

77. (New) A method according to claim 69, wherein the end-user account 
number includes a valid credit card account number. 

78. (New) A method according to claim 77, wherein the valid credit card 
account number can be presented by the end-user at the terminal located at the point- 
of-sale to purchase goods and services. 

79. (New) A method according to claim 69, wherein the end-user account 
number identifies a pre-paid cellular phone account. 

80. (New) A method according to claim 69, wherein the service provider is a 
prepaid telecommunications platform operator. 
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81 . (New) A method according to claim 69, wlierein tine end-user account 
number includes a prepaid debit account number. 

82. (New) The method of claim 81 , wherein the prepaid debit account number 
is associated with a debit card which may be presented at the terminal located at the 
point-of-sale to purchase goods and services. 

83. (New) A method according to claim 69, wherein the terminal located at the 
point-of-sale comprises an automated teller machine (ATM). 

84. (New) A method according to claim 69, wherein the terminal located at the 
point-of-sale comprises a vending machine. 

85. (New) A method according to claim 69, wherein the terminal located at the 
point-of-sale is a merchant hub that is communicably coupled to the terminal and the 
payment processor computer system. 

86. (New) The method of claim 69, wherein the terminal at the point-of-sale is 
a data terminal at any location accessible to the end-user. 

87. (New) A method according to claim 86, wherein the terminal is 
communicably coupled to the Internet, and the point-of-sale includes a website. 

88. (New) The method of claim 69, wherein sending data indicative of the 
payment and the intermediary account number from the terminal to the payment 
processing computer system, further comprises: 

sending the data over a financial network. 

89. (New) A method according to claim 88 wherein the financial network 
comprises a card association network. 
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90. (New) A method according to claim 89 wlierein tine card association 
network uses a bank identification number for routing data to tine payment processor 
computer system. 

Reasons for Allowance 

3. Tlie following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 
68-90 are considered allowable since when reading the claims in light of the 
specification, as per MPEP §21 1 1 .01 , none of the references of record alone or in 
combination disclose or suggest the combination of limitations specified in independent 
claim 68, including "an intermediary account number and an end-user account number, 
provided by the end user." 

Dorf (US 6,000,608) disclose a multifunction card system serving as a prepaid 
card wherein an identification number on the card assists in establishing 
communications links. Dorf fails to disclose an end-user providing both an intermediary 
account number and an end-user account number to the system. 

Walker et al. (US 6,246,755) disclose a method and system for connecting a 
caller to a content provider by providing a caller's identifying code but fail to disclose the 
end-user providing both an intermediary account number and an end-user account 
number. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Sucli submissions sliould be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Elda Milef whose telephone number is (571 )272-81 24. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday -Friday 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James P. Trammell can be reached on (571)272-6712. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 - 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Elda Milef/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3694 


